What Is The Preterist View?

By Edward E. Stevens

Is the End of the World near? Are we living in the Last Days? Is Christ’s return at hand? For 150 years here in America we
have constantly been told we were living on the threshold of the end of the world and Christ’s return. Prediction after prediction failed
to materialize, and false hope after false hope has been foisted upon the Christian community. Some Christians were defrauded of their
possessions, and were so disillusioned they left the faith or committed suicide. End time speculation in Korea got so far out of
control that some Christian women had abortions. The secular media (who are always looking for an excuse) are further discrediting
Christianity because of it. Something is terribly wrong with traditional views of Bible Prophecy. We need to re-examine the whole

issue of Last Things.

Bible prophecy can be understood, but Futurist views have fallen far short: their extreme physical/literalizing approach, their
seeming inability to distinguish between figurative and literal language, and their failure to properly take into account the historical-
grammatical-cultural context of the prophecies (specifically what they meant to their original audience). Even the most difficult
prophetic passage comes alive when approached properly. It is time to look at some alternatives, and the Preferist view is a great

place to start.

What is the Preterist view, you say? “Preterist” means past in fulfillment, and “Futurist” means future in fulfillment. Preterist
basically means the opposite of Futurist. Futurists believe most end-time prophecies (especially the major ones) are yet to be
fulfilled. Preterists believe that all of Bible Prophecy has been fulfilled in Christ and the on-going expansion of His Church. Most
Futurists do not really believe Christ has been successful yet in fully establishing His kingdom.

The “Preterist” interpretation of Bible prophecy is compatible with the essential beliefs of all Christians, and is already represented
in nearly all denominations. It has been mentioned several times in publications such as Christianity Today, Christian News, World
Magazine, and others. There are Radio and TV programs around the country teaching from the preterist perspective, and several
monthly and quarterly publications. Scores of preterist books, tracts, video and audio tapes have been produced and many more are in
the works. Authors of preterist books have been interviewed dozens of times on Radio Talk Shows. It is capturing significant public
attention, and is “spreading like wildfire” on the Internet and at the grass roots level, especially among Reformed folks.

Ever wonder why the First Century Christians expected Jesus to come in their lifetime, and where they got this expectation from?
When did Christ and the apostles say He would return? Take a look at the extreme sense of imminency in these passages (note

boldfaced words):

Matt. 10:23 “But whenever they persecute you in this city, flee to the next; for truly I say to you, you shall not finish going
through the cities of Israel, until the Son of Man comes.

Matt. 16:27.28 “For the Son of Man is about to come in the glory of His Father with His angels; and will then recompense
every man according to his deeds. Truly I say to you, there are some of those standing here who shall not taste death until they

see the Son of Man coming in His kingdom.”

Matt. 24:34 “Truly I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take place.
James 5:8 You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand.
1Pet. 4:7 The End of all things is at hand; therefore, be of sound judgment and sober spirit for the purpose of prayer.

Rev. 1:1-3 The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show to His bond-servants, the things which must shortly

take place; and He sent and communicated it by His angel to His bond-servant John, who bore witness to the word of God and to
the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw. Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of the prophecy, and
heed the things which are written in it; for the time is near. ’

Rev. 22:6-7 And he said to me, “These words are faithful and true”; and the Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, sent His
angel to show to His bond-servants the things which must shortly take place. And behold, I am coming quickly. Blessed is
he who heeds the words of the prophecy of this book.”

Rev. 22:10 And he said to me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is near.

Rev. 22:12 “Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to every man according to what he has done.
Rev. 22:20 He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming quickly.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Did Jesus keep His promise to come in that generation? Were the apostles correct in saying that Christ would return soon in their
lifetime? These verses have always troubled Bible students, and are used by liberal theologians to attack the inspiration of Scripture.
They say these passages were not fulfilled when they were supposed to be (the first century generation), so Jesus and the NT writers
failed in their predictions and are therefore not inspired. These verses point to Christ’s coming in connection with the Fall of






